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Foodbank 
 
The stocks in the Foodbank are at record levels. This is due to your 
great response to the appeal for more food. And also the great 
quantities of food that have arrived from the different harvest Festival 
Services in the various churches. For all of this we are extremely 
grateful! During September there were 13 referrals which is on the 
low side when compared to our average number. No doubt though 
that figure will change in the proceeding months as winter sets in. 
 
There are a few issues to bring to your attention: 
 
The Quartermasters and Distributors have decided that fresh food in 
the form of dairy products would be a welcome addition to stocks: 
e.g. EGGS, CHEESE etc. We are getting some food that is out of date 
and it has to be thrown away which is a sad waste.  So an appeal that 
when you buy food do please check the sell-by dates. We have a lot of 
inappropriate food items in the store which are not on the food list. 
There is also a growing pile of non-food items which are also not on 
the food list. None of these are sent out in food parcels and take up 
room in the store. It is important to keep in mind when giving, that we 
have no idea as to the facilities or skills of the recipients of our food 
parcels. We thus deliberately keep the contents simple for that reason. 
Please do keep to the Food List below, it really does help all 
concerned!  
 
The Food List 
Tins or packets of Soup 
Tins of mince, stew, meat balls, curry pies in tins 
Corned beef, spam, ham, tuna, sardines, pilchards, baked beans 
Tinned veg, potatoes 
Pasta 
Pasta sauce 
Tea 
Coffee 
Breakfast cereal 
Dried or UHT milk 
Tinned fruit 

 

 

 

 
 

I’m bursting with ‘God’-news; 
    I’m dancing the song of my Saviour God! 

He took one good look at me,  
and look what happened - 

    I’m the most fortunate woman on earth!  
Luke Chapter 1, Word On The Street 
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Sundays   Coldingham Priory - 9.45am  
    Eyemouth Parish - 11.15am   
    (Any month with 5th Sunday   
    Coldingham meet St. Abbs - 9.45am) 
1st Monday  BCYT Prayer, Springbank - 8pm 
Tuesdays   Prayer, Eyemouth Session Room - 9am 
Wednesdays  Busy Bees, Eyemouth - 1.30pm 
Fridays   Busy Bees, Priory - 10.30am 
1st Friday   Iona-based meditation, Priory - 4.00pm 
3rd Friday  Meditation, Priory - 4.00pm 
1st Saturday  Prayer, Eyemouth - 8.30am                     
3rd Saturday  Half-hour prayer, Priory - 8.30am 

From the Manse 
 
Dear friends - it may not seem that long ago since the very first time I 
wrote one of these columns, but by the time you read this I will have 
been ordained for over five years as the minister here in Coldingham 
& St. Abbs and Eyemouth.  Over that time we have seen a huge 
amount of change, and not all purely because of me, and not just in the 
congregations!  The communities we live in have changed with new 
houses built, new folk moving in, others moving on and even in 
Coldingham's case a massive change to our own church building.  
Over that time we have also seen people taking up new roles within 
the congregation and without, with others laying down certain 
responsibilities while taking on different challenges.  From my 
perspective it has been fascinating to see God at work in the lives of 
both congregations. For that is exactly what drives many of these 
changes within the congregations, they are not all just “Andy's latest 
crazy idea”, but God at work bringing thoughts and ideas to the fore.  
The church is not the building, nor is it the minister, but it is the people 
and through those folk, the members of this church, God is at work.  
The American theologian Tim Dearborn puts it nicely with the phrase 
“It is not the church of God that has a mission in the world, but the 
God of mission who has a church in the world.”            >>>> 

Eyemouth Car Transport 
 

Eyemouth Parish Church provides transport for those requiring 
assistance to get to church.  This is provided by volunteer drivers. 
 
   Linkum Court    Swan Court 
 

November  C.Scott 50414   E.King 51023 

December  P.Craig 50367   J.Tarvit 51179 

January  W.Gray 51625   J.Tarvit 51179 

February  P.Gage 01289 348985  J.Tarvit 51179 

March  C.Scott 50414   D.Scott 51732 

April   P.Craig 50367   I.Dorward 51732 

May   W.Gray 51625   E.King 51023 

June   P.Gage 01289 348985  D.Scott  51732 

July   C.Scott 50414   I.Dorward  51732 

August  P.Craig 50367   E.King 51023 

 

Duty drivers unable to do any duty on a Sunday please arrange an 
alternative driver or contact Jim Evans 750701 as soon possible. Pick 
up will be 1100 as follows: 

Linkim Court - front of building by request. Please telephone if 
required. Swan Court - front of building.Return will be after tea 
following the church service. Additional transport can be arranged. 
Please contact Jim Evans 750701. 

Congratulations to Andy on the five-year 

anniversary of his ordination and becoming our 

Minister. (It only seems like ten!) Gaun yersel, boy, 

ye might get a cake in 2022! 

 

Editor 



Harvest at the Priory 

 

It was all so beautifully cluttered:  

oranges, onions, sunflowers, bobbins,  

hats and hymn books, toys, a cross,  

even a tent, cornered, somehow. 

 

On the floor, a labyrinth on cloth,  

mossy with squares of this and that,  

leading us into a blue circle of eternity  

in the midst of the guddle of now. 

 

People, reflected the Priory,  

are a complex clutter – today  

some older shapes and sizes,  

shoes parked at the labyrinth edge,  

breath coming and going gently,  

the odd stick in hand.  

 

Surprises.  

 

I thought I had seen it all, over the centuries, the 

Priory muttered, yet this clutter of folk is unusual; 

but very beautiful, he decided.  

After all, eternity is rather cluttered  

– all those stars  

– all those saints  

– all those stories. 

 
Jock Stein, Lantern Group 

>>>> As we think about this, we find that it is actually quite 
appropriate for this time of year as we think about God getting 
involved in His world in a very practical way.  The famous verse from 
John's prologue “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling 
among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, 
who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1v14) 
reminds us of the simple truth that God's mission of grace and truth 
became flesh in Jesus Christ and as we read through the story of 
Christ's life and the birth of the church, the so-called body of Christ, 
we see that the churches job is to continue to follow God's mission, to 
share grace and truth with those around us.  While much has changed 
in the world, the message and mission we have has not.  Indeed more 
so than ever before do we need as individuals to be sharing the good 
news of Christmas and of Jesus Christ.  For it is the members of the 
body of Christ who now enflesh the grace and truth of God and it is 
with those we know that we can most easily share our faith.  So our 
challenge now and in the New Year is who can we share the good 
news with and how can we better live as those who have been 
transformed by this good news in our own lives. Have a Merry 
Christmas & God Bless. 
 
Andy 

News from the Eyemouth front door 

Quite a lot has been happening during the last few months not all  
good news . We are thankful that Willie Gray is back with us after his 
spell in hospital, it’s good to see Margaret and Willie back welcoming 
people in their usual cheerful manner, they have been missed. The 
sudden death of Janice was a great shock to everyone. As well as her 
other many duties Janice was for many years an important member of 
our team at the front door only giving up when she became session 
clerk. Both on a Sunday and at funerals, along with David she was 
always reliable and conscientious in her welcoming duties, her passing 
has left a huge gap in all our lives. We extend to David and all his 
family our sincere sympathy. We hope David in due course will be 
able to resume his duties at the door.  All the team take their duties 
very seriously, making sure there is a warm welcome for everyone 
both young and not so young, local or visitor coming to church - I am 
sure that we are appreciated.  

God Bless, Alex & team 



Christian Aid 
 
£932 was given at the Harvest Thanksgiving Service in Eyemouth to 
help farmers in Malawi develop farming techniques that will enable 
them to have a better harvest despite the more erratic rainfall they are 
now experiencing. 
 

Heart for God 

Will be taking place again at Paxton House on Saturday 10th March 
2018.  Next year’s theme is “Living a Life of Love”.  Rachel Sloan 
from Edinburgh will be the main speaker.  In the afternoon several 
other people will be talking about groups or charities in which they are 
involved.  There will be plenty of time to enjoy walking in the grounds 
of Paxton House.  Booking forms will be available in January from 
Marianne or Ishbel. 

 
Holy Island  

On Saturday 28th October, 24 of us gathered on Holy Island to hear 

Norman Liddle from the Scottish Bible Society talking about the work 

they support in Malawi and Syria. The Bible Society of Malawi is 

keen to enable every child who attends Sunday School to have a bible 

and the Scottish Bible Society is helping with funds to support this.  

With 90% of the population living on less than £1 a day there is no 

way parents could afford to buy a bible for their children. As an 

example of the challenges facing this project, we heard of one minister 

in Malawi who is responsible for 4 congregations each with about 200 

children in the Sunday School.  Norman, who had just returned from 

Malawi, told of how the children had proudly recited a selection of 

bible verses they had memorised. We were delighted to be able to give 

£210 to this project. The next away-day is Saturday 24th March 2018.  

Further details will be in the next Newsletter. 

Crossreach 
 

Thanks all who bought cards etc. and gave donations to Crossreach 
Christmas catalogue. The sum of £425 was realized, once again 
showing our church’s generosity and commitment to Crossreach. 
 
Alison 

Eyemouth Needs and Appeals 
 
Income to the Needs and Appeals fund is from donations given at the 
teas after the Sunday morning service. We respond to local needs and 
wider church appeals.  In the past few months we responded to local 
appeals. Any church member can suggest where assistance should be 
given by contacting the Minister or Jim Evans. This fund enables our 
Church to show its concern for local the local community and the 
wider church needs. 

A fun day for friends and family to visit our village - Monk’s 
tours, refreshments, games for kids, a treasure hunt and lots 
more, details nearer the time. It’s also an opportunity show 
off the Priory and Hall as a ‘one-stop’ wedding venue. More 
details in the next newsletter - please circulate the date to 
anyone you know in the Edinburgh/Galashiels/Newcastle 
triangle as soon as possible!  



Children and Young People in The Priory 
 
Although the number of children attending Sunday worship is small, 
we are very blessed to have a number of keen helpers who are 
responsible for planning activities for children every Sunday. The team 
of volunteers have tidied out the children’s resource cupboards and 
bought some new art materials ready for creating some Christmas 
artwork. 
 
Messy Church on 16th September was a tremendous success with the 
biggest number ever attending. The theme was Building Strong 
Foundation and 26 children took part in various well planned 
activities, “Messy” being the word! The next Coldingham Messy 
Church is Saturday 9th December 4-6pm (Eyemouth so please pass 
on this information to any young families who might like to come 
along! 
 
The Harvest Thanksgiving Service was enjoyed by a number of 
children who enjoyed a dramatised reading about God’s Creation. 
Children were also set the challenge of building a shelter from wooden 
canes and fabric. The task had to be completed in a short time but 
Amy and Nikki did wonderfully well. Well done to them! 
 
The next family service is on Sunday 10th December and we hope 
that children and their families will come along for the carols and the 
nativity story. 
 
If any member of the congregation would like to join the children’s 
team and help with our work, then please speak to Heather or Kath for 
details of what’s involved. 
 

Ouch! 
 

On Christmas afternoon, the Minister’s wife dropped into an easy 

chair, saying to her husband "Wow! I’m so tired." He looked at her in 

amazement and said, "You’re tired?!  I had to conduct two special 

services last night and three today, that’s a total of five sermons. Why 

should you be so tired?". “Because darling”, she replied, "I had to 

listen to EVERY SINGLE ONE!!” 

 A Nativity Gift List 

 

Dear God, please give to me 

the unquestioning faith of Mary 

the tolerance of Joseph 

the patience of the donkey 

the kindness of the innkeeper 

the joy of the angels 

the obedience of the shepherds 

the perseverance of the wise men 

the reverence of the oxen 

 

and 

    

the Christ-child in my heart today. 

 

Heather Johnston 

Communion Services 
 

Eyemouth 28th January @ 11.15am 
Coldingham and St. Abbs 21st January @ 9.45am 

 

Evening Services 
 

January 14th 6.30pm – East Berwickshire Churches Together service at 
Highway Christian Fellowship, Eyemouth. 
February 11th 6.30pm - East Berwickshire Churches Together service, 
venue TBC (Ayton & District Churches are hosting) 
February 25th 6.30pm – Joint Communion in Eyemouth Parish Church 



 

 
Advent Meditations, Eyemouth Session Room, 10.30am for 11.00am 

Wednesday 29th November, Wednesday 6th/13th/20th December 
 

Church Service with Nativity 
Sunday 10th December, 9.45am & 11.15am 

 
Carol Sing-a-long in aid of RNLI, Eyemouth Parish Church 

Sunday 10th December, 6.00pm  
 

Church Service with collection of gifts for Rock Trust 
Sunday 17th December, 9.45am & 11.15am 

 
Carols by Candlelight with local churches, Coldingham Priory 

Sunday 17th December, 6.30pm 
 

Christingle Service & Soup in Eyemouth Parish Church 
Sunday 24th December, 6pm 

 
Carol Service in Ebba Centre, St. Abbs led by Rev. Bruce Neill 

Sunday 24th December, 6.30pm 
 

Watchnight Service, Eyemouth, led by Rev. Andy Haddow 
Sunday 24th December, 11.00pm for 11.30pm 

 
Watchnight Service in the Priory led by Rev. Bruce Neill  

Sunday 24th December, 11.30pm 
 

Informal family service, Eyemouth Church Hall, bring your toys!
Monday 25th December, 10.30am 

Janice Walker 
 
Janice was originally from Dunfermline but it was an interest in Scouting that 
brought her to Eyemouth.  Janice very much wanted to be a cub leader and so 
joined up with her local cub pack. As part of her training she was sent on a 
training camp to Fordell Firs. Here it was she was placed in a group with another 
young cub leader from Eyemouth named David Walker, and the rest as they say is 
history! Janice and David were married by 1965, and celebrated their Golden 
Wedding anniversary with us in the church as they renewed their vows. They 
began their married life in Eyemouth living in Armitage street above the Walker 
family's butcher's shop. Not much later in 1966 Janice and David were blessed 
with the arrival of their first child Dawn. Dawn was joined 3 years later when 
Janice and David were blessed with the arrival of their first son, David and then 
they waited another 12 years before the arrival of their third child Johnny. 
 

While caring for the children took up much of Janice's time, this didn't stop her 
getting stuck in to the community. Janice's involvement with community things 
was prolific to say the least! Janice took her cub promise very seriously and 
indeed it informed how she lived out her life.  This meant Janice strived to always 
do her best, to do her duty to God and the Queen, to help other people and keep 
the cub scout law.  Anyone who knew Janice knows the truth of her keeping of 
this promise in all that she did.  In preparing for today it became obvious that 
whatever Janice's perception of her best, it was well above what anyone else 
might have thought! Janice was also a faithful member of the church here in 
Eyemouth, and more recently was ordained an elder, she also most recently served 
as our Session Clerk during the vacancy and in my first few years here. Alongside 
her cub promise, Janice's faith was expressed in her diligent service to not just the 
church, but the community that she served.  Janice also got involved in singing in 
the church choir as her mum had done in Dunfermline and doing the church 
flowers.  She particularly enjoyed putting together the harvest of the sea window 
at harvest thanksgiving. 
 

Yet it was her involvement in the Church of Scotland Guild that would take her 
many different places. Locally she took on every role available at some point in 
her time here, she then involved herself in the presbyterial council and finally also 
at the national level, sitting on one of the committees up in Edinburgh and even 
being invited to be the convener at one point, a role she turned down due to her 
many other commitments! Janice could be counted on when you needed her and 
many folk very much saw her as a sister who cared deeply for them. Janice was 
also well know for her coloured hair (even if David didn't always approve) and 
her love of earrings. She was also always ready with a smile and up for a laugh. In 
2011 she was unfortunately diagnosed with breast cancer, but Janice continued 
unphased by this and recovered and continued much as she had before. Over 
Janice's lifetime she set an example of faith and service while making a huge 
contribution to not just her family, but also her community and her church. We 
remember her whole family in our prayers at this time of loss. 



 

Coldingham Priory open 2.00pm-4.00pm 
Monday 18th - Friday 22nd December 

 
 

 
 

A changing programme of music, words and video. 

 

Fifteen minutes of quiet every afternoon at 2.30pm 

B.C.Y.T 
 
As most people will have heard, BCYT was facing a financial crisis 
that made it look as if the Trust would have to fold at the end of March 
2018. This situation had arisen because many of the people who had 
given regularly to the trust had died or moved away and few new 
people had replaced them. The trust had been running a monthly 
deficit for some time but until recently this had been covered by 
legacies. Since the appeal went out the monthly giving by standing 
order has increased from £1000 to £1500 per month. This plus some 
generous one off donations will enable the Trust to continue until June 
2018.  To enable the Trust to continue beyond then it still needs a 
further £500 - £600 to be given by regular standing order. Should the 
Trust fold, events in our area like Priory Live and Ignition would have 
difficulty continuing. If you are in a position to give to BCYT on a 
regular basis, there are information leaflets with standing order forms 
available at the back of the church. 
 

Coffee Morning 
 
There will be a coffee morning to raise funds for BCYT in the 
Mason’s Hall, Eyemouth on Saturday 4th February from 9.30 – 11.30.  
Contributions for the cake and candy stall and your support would be 
greatly appreciated. 

 
Traidcraft 

Needing last minute inspiration for presents or run short of Christmas 

cards?  Come round to look at the Traidcraft stall after the service and 

see what charity cards are available or order items from the extensive 

range in the catalogue.   

Film Night Eyemouth Church Hall 
 

Friday 22nd December – Special Christmas Double Bill Film Night 
Miracle on 34th Street @ 6pm & Love Actually @ 8pm 

19th January 2018 – Family Film Night – The Emoji Movie 
16th February 2018 – Family Film Night – Film TBC 



What Are You, O My Soul? 
 

What are you, o my soul? 
Are you the lift of my heart that responds to the curve of a smile? 
Are you the bird within me that soars over a hilltop view, 
Are you the song that rises within me when happiness fills me? 
What are you, o my soul? 
Are you the joy that floods over me when I gaze on a  
sparkling loch or a mountain view? 
Are you the delight that trills from dawn birdsong? 
Are you the exquisite nostalgia of a breath of rose petals? 
 
Are you the dove of peace who enfolds me when I pray? 
who unfurls her wings and soars when I sing praise to God? 
 
What are you, o my soul? 
I am that part of you which belongs wholly to God, 
belongs with God, 
yearns to be near him, 
sees him in each marvel of his creation, 
hears him in the praise of every creature, 
smells him in the freshness of every dawn, 
feels him in the touch of sunshine on your skin. 
 
I am that which is God in you; 
and I shall lead you to him if you open yourself up to me. 
For I am touched by the Holy Spirit, 
I am called by the Word, his Son, 
I reach out to my Father, your Creator – to become one, 
to become Whole. 
 
What are you, o my soul? 
I am the inner ear that hears the Word, 
the inner ear that sees the Light, 
the inner tongue that tastes and knows that the Lord is good,  
that sings in joy and praise, 
the inner lungs that inhale the perfume of the Holy Spirit, 
the inner skin that feels the arms of the Lord fold around me,  
and rests in peace. 
 
Submitted by Jean Bowie 
 

Eyemouth Kirk Session News 
 
It was a great shock and with sadness that we learned of the death of 
Janice Walker, our previous session clerk. Janice served as session 
clerk during the vacancy, as well as before and after, so had a 
challenging time in that role. Our thoughts and prayers are with David 
and the family at this time. 
 
There has been discussion about the role of Communion Cards.  Since 
the newsletter changed to being produced three monthly rather than 
just prior to Communion, the dates of Communion services has been 
in the newsletter and elders have not visited with by cards.  As many 
people find cards helpful as a reminder, elders will be visiting again 
with new style cards in the new year. 
 
Many members of the congregation now give to the church by 

standing order but feel embarrassed not to put anything in the 

collection plate.  From January cards will be available to collect on 

entry to the church which can be put in the collection plate.  The cards 

will say “I give by standing order”.  This will reduce the time that 

needs to be spent after the service counting the collection.  If you give 

by both standing order and envelopes and are going to stop the 

envelopes, please ensure you increase your standing order so that the 

total you give doesn’t drop.  Jean Bowie has standing order forms and 

will be happy to advise.  If you pay tax please also ask for a gift aid 

form as this allows the church to collect an additional 25p for every £1 

you give.  This greatly helps the finances of the congregation. 


