
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

“The people who walked in darkness 
have seen a great light; those who 
dwelt in a land of deep darkness? On 
them has light shone…...! 

Isiah Ch 9 v2 
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Sundays   Coldingham Priory - 9.45am  
    (Any month with 5th Sunday Coldingham 
    meets St. Abbs Ebba Centre) 
    Eyemouth Parish - 11.15am   
Tuesdays   Prayer, Eyemouth Session Room - 9am 
Tuesdays   Eyemouth Guild, 7pm,  Apr - Sep 
Wednesdays  Busy Bees, Eyemouth - 1.30pm 
1st Monday  BCYT Prayer, Springbank - 8pm 
1st Friday   Iona-based meditation, Priory - 4.00pm 
3rd Friday  Meditation, Priory - 4.00pm 
1st Saturday  Prayer, Eyemouth - 8.30am                     
3rd Saturday  Half-hour prayer, Priory - 8.30am 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Rev. Andy Haddow 
018907 50327  andy@blakkie.co.uk 
 
Ishbel Dorward, Session Clerk, Eyemouth 
018907 51732  jidorward@gmail.com 
 
Richard Bond, Session Clerk, Priory 
018907 71388  richardbond@phonecoop.coop 
 
David Philp, Newsletter 
018907 81568  united.update.newsletter@gmail.com 



Dear Friends 
 
This Christmas season certainly already promises to be an unusual 
one, what with political parties in the process of campaigning, an   
election polling day in the middle of December and the political   
wrangling that will happen afterwards as the differing parties attempt 
to form a government.  It can feel like quite a dark time with            
unsubstantiated claims made by all and hidden knowledge that proves 
one person is right and everyone else is wrong! In some ways winter is 
a fitting season for the darkness that seems to abound in our political 
landscape, and so for us in the Northern hemisphere it seems an even 
more appropriate time to be celebrating Christmas, the birth of Jesus, 
the Light of the World. 
 
Many hundreds of years before Jesus' birth the prophet Isaiah wrote 
these words that we use every Christmas, “The people walking in 
darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of deep 
darkness a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9v2)  Although written         
thousands of years ago for a situation very different from ours, the 
words still contain a timeless thrill of hope that better things are to 
come. Indeed as we continue to look at this prophecy Isaiah goes on to 
say, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government 
will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9v6) and we 
find ourselves once again faced with a timely reminder that for those 
who follow Christ, we follow a God who can take the difficulties and 
darkest of situations and turn them to his own purposes.   
 
As we are faced with a changed government over the Christmas period 
and no doubt ongoing uncertainty into the new year and beyond, let's 
focus on the wonder of God's involvement in this world, the light we 
find in the truth of Jesus, his words and his actions and the knowledge 
that for those who choose to follow him will receive the Spirit of 
Truth.  “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into 
all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he 
hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come” (John 16v13) 
 
Have a Merry Christmas & may God bless you through this season and 
into the New Year. Andy 



Away Day 

On Saturday 5th October we gathered on Holy Island, to hear Pat and 
Mike Rowe from Coldstream speak about their recent study trip to  
Palestine.  Their talk was entitled Behind the Wall and they gave us 
great insight into the challenges faced by Palestinian families in trying 
to go about their everyday lives because of the presence of the wall 
and the effect of long waits at checkpoints.  The next away-day will 
again be at the St Cuthbert Centre, Holy Island on Saturday 7th March 
2020. 

B.C.Y.T.  

Recently a most successful Ceilidh was held in Chirnside community 
centre.  Mark Bruce and Stuart Otley continue to go into all the schools 
in Berwickshire to take assemblies or help staff deliver the Christianity 
section of the curriculum. 

Christian Aid 

A very big thank you to all who contributed so generously to the    
Harvest appeal which raised £320.  This money will go to support poor 
women farmers in India to form farming collectives where they can 
help each other grow sufficient food to feed their families and have a 
surplus to sell to enable them to buy other essentials. 

Eyemouth Gift Day Service 

This will be on Sunday 8th December.  Like last year gifts will be    
given to the charity Fresh Start which provides starter packs for people    
moving out of hostel accommodation into their own flat. They ask that 
if you are donating any sharp objects, such as knives, can you please 
ensure they are wrapped and labelled appropriately in order to prevent 
any accidents when they are being unpacked.  They need sets of plates 
and bowls and are unable to take assorted old ones.

Dinner Plates   Side Plates Bowls     Glass tumblers Tea- Towels 
 Storage containers Can openers      Potato peelers Wooden spoons

 Washing up basins  Toothbrushes    Toothpaste          Soap 
 Dustpan and brushes J cloths  Mugs Face cloths  Pans  

They also require larger items such as electrical goods and bed linen so 
if anyone would prefer to make a money donation it could go towards 
the purchase of these items. 



Eyemouth Christmas Fayre 

Held on the 16th November was well supported despite the terrible 
rain that day.  Thanks to the hard work of the stallholders and catering 
team, and the generosity of many, £860 was raised! 

Help While You Shop 
 

Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from your 
weekly shop to your annual holiday – you could be collecting free  
donations for the Church? 

There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a        
donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline and 
Sainsbury’s – it doesn’t cost you a penny extra….. 
 

1.Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
coldinghamstabbs/ or https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
eyemouthparishchurch/ and join for free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to find the 
site you want and start shopping, or download the easyfundraising  
donation reminder for your web browser. 
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation to your 
good cause for no extra cost whatsoever! 

There are no catches or hidden charges and the Church will be really 
grateful for your donations. 
You can now even download a handy reminder that reminds you to 
activate your donation when shopping on participating webpages. 
 

 
Amazon Smile 

 

If you use Amazon for your shopping you can also persuade them to 
donate on your behalf by signing up for Amazon Smile. Simply go to 
smile.amazon.co.uk from your web browser on your computer or    
mobile device. This will allow you to connect your Amazon account 
and select a charity to receive donations, both            
congregations are registered (The Church of Scotland, 
Eyemouth Parish Church or The Parish Church of 
Coldingham & St. Abbs) with Amazon and once linked 
when you shop on Amazon Smile, donations will be 
made automatically with no cost to yourself!  
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coldinghamstabbs/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coldinghamstabbs/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eyemouthparishchurch/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eyemouthparishchurch/


Volunteering - Making a Difference 

Many thanks to George Prentice for his excellent talk on the above   
subject and it set me thinking about the many members of our           
congregation who give of their time and talents in different ways and 
how this is a reflection of our Christian faith to others and an example 
of the current thinking within Churches about moving out into the  
Community. Many thanks to them all and especially a personal thank 
you to Ann Gardner and Kath Roberts for running the Art Group in 
the Village Hall, where a recent session on 'skies' inspired me to write 
this meditation on John 1:5. Even if my artwork is not improving 
much, it has inspired my creative writing, reminding us that we each 
need to  recognise our gifts and use them to reach out to others. 

 

 

“The light shines in the darkness 
and the darkness can never put it out”  

 
The long night is over the sun rises 

laundered blue sky streaked with rose tints, 
lambs wool clouds billow on the horizon,   

recede -  promise of sunshine soon; 
a new day begins. 

Dusk falls the sun goes down 
bruised sky glows with angry red, 

clouds congregate, chase, race, 
part,  revealing briefly an infant moon; 

a dark night starts. 

The sun will rise again tomorrow. 

Heather Johnston November 2019 



Consequences 

Time is replete with times rarely perfect 
made better or worse by our own part played 
goodness begets love while bad spawns evil 
consequences of the choices we made. 

We’re captives within social intercourse, 
Synapses and neurons in cranium, 

neither innocence nor neutrality, 
we will inherit from decisions done. 

Richard Bond 

August 2017  

The “radical plan” continues – Pastoral Care Team in Eyemouth 
 
With all the changes that are happening across the Church of Scotland 
we continue to look at new ways of working in our own locality.  One 
small development that is still in its very early days is having folks 
involved in a “Pastoral Care Team” whose remit is to look in on folk 
in the Eyemouth area who are maybe just needing a little more support 
from the church.   
 
While this kind of role is normally carried out by the elders looking 
after individual members within their districts, the kind of time that is 
needed to form proper caring relationships requires much more     
commitment and it makes sense in particular cases for  gifted          
individuals to be taking some of the strain off the elders. As a church 
in falls on all of us to care for one another, but if you might be         
interested in being involved in this initiative, then please speak to me 
about it and we can begin that discussion. 
 

Andy 



Priory Sunday Club 

The Priory Sunday Club continues to support the needs of children 
coming along to Sunday worship. When possible, learning activities 
have linked with Andy’s recent theme i.e. looking at the some of the 
names for God. 

We are very grateful to the number of helpers on the rota to allow us 
to run the club. 

Anyone who would like to join our team, please speak with one of us 
to find out more. 

During advent we will be looking at four themes - Love, Hope, Peace 
and Joy.  

The Family Service is on Sunday 15th December and we look forward 
to taking an active part in the service with a simple nativity play. 

There will also be Christmas Film Night in the Priory on 13th Dec.  

Details to follow. 

Heather, Nessa, Kath, Nicola and Irene. 

Sunday Club Team 

East Berwickshire Churches Together Advent Meditations 
 

Every Wednesday in Advent we meet in St. Ebba's Episcopal Church 
for a short meditation led by volunteers from the different            
churches.  The meditation starts at 11am and is finished by 12noon, 
but if you want to come early we serve tea & coffee from 10.30am. 
This is a great opportunity to take a moment away from the business 
of Christmas preparations to focus on what we are waiting for during 
advent and why we celebrate at Christmas. 
 

 

Wednesday 27th November, Wednesday 4th December 

Wednesday 11th December, Wednesday 18th December 



The Garden Party 
 

The Garden Party members have now been creating and maintaining 
the many floral displays around Coldingham for almost 18 years.  
During this time, we have learned a lot, laughed a lot and consumed 
quite a lot of coffee and cake! Our biggest project has been the        
redesigning, preparing and planting of the Seaside garden at the 
Kilnknowe Corner (Brian Bailey’s corner) We are all extremely   
grateful for the invaluable help and support we received from Scottish 
Borders Council and several local men during the construction of this 
garden. On a smaller scale, Cuthbert the Caterpillar at the Fisher’s 
Brae picnic site, certainly attracts envious attention and amusement 
from many visitors to the village. 
 
All our efforts have once again been recognised when Scottish       
Borders Council judges awarded Coldingham 1st place in the 2019 
Floral Gateway competition (Small Village category). This is the fifth 
time we have won this award and we hope to be able to maintain this 
high standard into the future. However, from 2020 Scottish Borders 
Council, due to financial pressures, will no longer be supplying     
summer bedding plants to our communities. We therefore hope that 
the Coldingham community will continue to support our annual plant 
sale and afternoon tea event which provides funds to enable us to add 
some additional colour to Coldingham. 
 
We are also surprised and delighted to discover that the Coldingham 
Way Memorial and Garden has been awarded a Highly Commended 
certificate in the Royall British Legion Scotland “Best Kept War    
Memorial Competition 2019.” – our 10th award since 2002. Our 
awards certificates and 2019 Floral Gateway trophy are on display in 
the village hall. In 2020 Coldingham will be in the Champion of 
Champions category of the SBC Floral Gateway competition. This 
will be a real challenge and the Garden Party will make every effort to 
excel. 
 
Any help you are able to offer will be gratefully appreciated – litter 
picking, hedge trimming, weed removal and colourful gardens etc. 
Every little helps to make living in Coldingham, or visiting the       
village, a bright and happy experience.  
 
Thank you from the Garden Party 



The Lighthouse Drop-In 
 

The Borders Addictions Service is providing a drop in at Eyemouth 
Parish Church, aiming to more effectively meet the needs of the    
Eyemouth community.  This new service will bring together NHS, 
council and voluntary sector staff for people trying to overcome   
problems caused, or affected by, drugs and alcohol. 
 

It is hoped that by providing a multi-agency partnership approach,  
offering the community of Eyemouth access to early interventions, 
will support recovery, social inclusion and the development of new 
skills. By providing more relaxed and flexible ways of working pro-
fessionals aspire to form trusting relationships with individuals to   
facilitate realistic discussions about risk and harm reduction. As well 
as support with prescriptions, the drop in will offer support with social 
isolation, housing and benefits advice, physical health and mental 
wellbeing. We hope to introduce some creative activities and        
complementary therapies too. 
 

The drop in is held every Thursday between 10.00-14.00. We will be 
offering hot drinks and snacks at every drop in.  People can choose to 
attend this instead of, or as well as, support already offered by the  
Borders Addiction Service. We will welcome anyone affected by   
substance use too, so you would be welcome to bring anyone you may 
feel needs some support. 
 

Kate Ainslie  

Community Addictions Nurse 

Borders Addiction Team 

 

You heard it here... 

 
“Never worry about the size of your Christmas tree. In the eyes of 
children, they are all 30 feet tall.”  
Larry Wilde 
 
He who has not Christmas in his heart will never find it under a tree.” 
Roy L. Smith 



Eyemouth RE:NEW Project Update 
 
Work on the building project continues, though now more focused on 
applying for funding from funders than the building itself.  We have 
been gathering letters of support from local organisations as well as 
appealing to folk willing to support the project and we have received 
generous donations from some local business folk, including          
Eyemouth Marine and Eyemouth Freezers.  We've also appealed to 
other churches within presbytery and beyond and have received      
generous donations from Fogo Parish Church and the Highway     
Christian Fellowship so far. The current total of funds raised sits just 
under £38,000! 
 
We are hoping that in the first few months of the New Year we will 
have a much clearer picture of where all our funding will be coming 
from and a sense of how much there is left to do in raising funds     
locally as our initial estimate for the work is now quite old and things 
do not get cheaper over time.  We also hope to have a start date for the 
work confirmed and that by this time next year most of the work will 
be done and we will have a clear idea of when we will be in our newly 
refurbished sanctuary (sitting on comfy seats!) As always, if you have 
any questions about the project or ideas for fundraising, then please 
feel free to speak to any member of the project group. 
 

Ishbel Dorward, Pete Gage, Andy Haddow, Carrie Haddow,  

Ian Hankinson, Dixie Scott & Donald Wood. 

 

Peacetime at the Priory! 
 

From the New Year (Sunday 5th January) we are encouraging a time 
of quiet and reflection during the few minutes before the service starts. 
There may be live music to listen to, a featured artist on CD, poetry, a 
bible text to reflect on or just silence. It’s a chance to pray for everyone 
involved in the preparation and delivery of worship, the Sunday Club, 
the change in how our Presbyteries are arranged, our Minister’s family 
and the ongoing work of our Session and Board. We hope you will 
give this initiative your full support and look forward to your         
comments and constructive criticism.  
 
Andy & David 



Christmas Services 
 

Sunday 1st December, 6pm  
Christmas Tree Service in Kirk Square, Eyemouth. 
 

Sunday 8th December, 9.45am & 11.15 am  
Church Service with collection of gifts for Fresh Start 
 

Sunday 8th December, 6.30pm  
Carol Concert in aid of RNLI in Eyemouth Parish Church 
 

Saturday 14th December, 4-6pm  
Messy Church does Christmas in Eyemouth Church Hall. 
 

Sunday 15th December, 9.45am & 11.15 am  
Church Service with Christingle in Coldingham  
and the Nativity/Communion in Eyemouth 
 

Sunday 15th December, 6.30 pm 
Coldingham Priory, Carols by Candlelight with other local churches. 
 

Thursday 19th December 
Special Christmas Double Bill Film Night 
Disney's A Christmas Carol @ 6pm & It's A Wonderful Life @ 8pm 
 

Sunday 22nd December, 9.45am & 11.15 am 
Church Service. 
 

Christmas Eve 
 

Tuesday 24th December, 6 pm  
Christingle Service & Soup in Eyemouth Parish Church 

 
Tuesday 24th December, 6.30 pm  
Carol Service in St. Ebba Centre, St. Abbs led by Rev. Bruce Neill. 
 

Tuesday 24th December, 11pm for 11.30pm 
Watchnight Service in Eyemouth led by Rev. Andy Haddow. 
 

Tuesday 24th December, 11.30pm - Watchnight Service in the Priory 
led by Rev. Bruce Neil. 
 
 



 

Wednesday 25th December 
 

Eyemouth Church Hall 
 

10.00 am Come and learn some quirky new Christmas carols! (If  
  you know the tune to the Smurf’s Song you’re halfway  
  there……) 
 
10.30am  Informal family service , big  and small children bring  
  your new toys! What has Santa left under the tree for 
  our Radical Rev?!  
 
11.00am Coffee & chat 

Film Night Dates in Eyemouth Church Hall 
 

Thursday 19th December  
Special Christmas Film Night: Nativity Rocks @ 6pm 
17th January 2019 – Family Film Night – Film TBC 
21st February 2019 – Family Film Night – Film TBC 
20th March 2019 – Family Film Night – Film TBC 

 
Communion Services 

 
EYEMOUTH 
15th December @ 11.15am 
22nd March @ 11.15am 
COLDINGHAM & ST. ABBS 
19th January @ 9.45am in Coldingham Priory 
8th March @ 9.45am in Coldingham Priory 
 

Evening Services 
 

Sunday January 19th, 6pm – Evening Service at Linkim Court. 
Tuesday January 21st, 3.30pm – Evening Service at Swan Court. 
Sunday February 9th, 6pm – Evening Service at Linkim Court. 
Tuesday February 11th, 3.30pm – Evening Service at Swan Court. 
Sunday February 23rd, 6.30pm – Joint Communion in Eyemouth 



 

Foodbank Update 
 
Since July the foodbank has now been operating out of Eyemouth   
covering the East Coast of Berwickshire and inland towards Ayton, 
Foulden and Grantshouse. The numbers for each month have           
remained fairly steady and still around half of the referrals of all     
Berwickshire are now covered by the Eyemouth Foodbank. 
 
In July the foodbank made 17 deliveries, feeding 21 adults and 10  
children.  In Aug it went down to 12 deliveries, feeding 15 adults, 7 
children. September brought 11 referrals, with food for 15 adults, 9 
children, and 7 pets!  In October the foodbank delivered 13 parcels, 
feeding 17 adults, 1 child, and 3 pets. Making a total over those four 
months of 53 parcels, feeding 68 adults and 27 children, along with 10 
pets! The biggest need for the foodbank is money to pay for the fresh 
produce that goes into each parcel, followed closely by needing more 
help in delivering and sorting out food.  If you can help please speak to 
Andy or Noreen. 
 
Quite a few referrals are coming from people in low paid or zero 
hours contracts 
 
We continue to collect food on a Sunday for the foodbank.  If you 
would be interested in helping out with food parcel deliveries, or    
taking collected food to the Foodbank store then please contact Andy 
or Noreen.   
 
The Food List 
Tins or packets of Soup 
Tins of mince, stew, meat balls, curry pies in tins 
Corned beef, spam, ham, tuna, sardines, pilchards, baked beans 
Tinned veg and potatoes  
Pasta,Pasta sauce 
Tea & Coffee 
Breakfast cereal, Dried or UHT milk 
Custard, Tinned fruit 
 
The following items are added when the parcel is made up and deliv-
ered, so donations of money are always accepted: bread, margarine, 
fresh milk, fresh potatoes (nappies and baby food, if required)  



Reflections on a Nativity Scene 
 
 
The whole scene has this “just missed” quality to it. It doesn’t 
quite fit expectations, like an Australian accent from a country 
singer.  

 

I’ve been reflecting on this quite a bit this Christmas.  Racial 
tension and mistrust are making news across the United States. 
Fears over the spread of Ebola are sparking conversations 
about how much risk we should take to help people in danger. 
Immigration law is a prominent topic, causing many to reflect on 
our responsibility for the well-being of the “outsider.”   

 

I can’t help but wonder this Christmas if Jesus is in places I 
might not expect still today. 

I expect to find him in the warmth of a secure home, but he’s 
out back in the stable. 

I expect him to occupy a seat of power, but he’s lying in a    
manger. 

I expect to find him among the rich and powerful, but instead he 
is surrounded by working folk, petty thieves, and those who 
don’t know where to go for direction. 

This Christmas, I don’t want to miss Jesus.  

And I’m concerned I’ve been looking in the wrong places. 

 

Joe Iovino works for UMC.org at United Methodist              
Communications. He may be reached at jiovino@umcom.org 

http://www.umc.org/who-we-are/pow-nativity-scene
mailto:jiovino@umcom.org


 

Scottish Charity Numbers SC009185/SC006499 

A 7-year old child was drawing a picture of the Nativity. The picture was 
very good, including Mary, Joseph and, of course, baby Jesus. However, 
there was also a fat man standing in the corner of the stable. When the 
child was asked about it, she replied, "Oh, That's Round John Virgin." 

What does Santa suffer from if he gets stuck in a chimney? Claus-trophobia! 
What happened to the man who stole an Advent Calendar? He got 25 days! 

Who delivers presents to baby sharks at Christmas? Santa Jaws! 
What do they sing at a snowman's birthday party? Freeze a jolly good fellow! 

What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? A Christmas Quacker! 
What goes "Oh, Oh, Oh"? Santa walking backwards! 

Why was the snowman looking through the carrots? He was picking his nose! 
What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? Frostbite! 

What did the stamp say to the Christmas card? Stick with me and we'll go places! 

Why did no one bid for Rudolph and Blitzen on eBay? Because they were two deer! 
What does the Queen call her Christmas Broadcast? The One Show! 


