


 

 



Easter Update 
 

“Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground 
and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces 
many seeds.” - John 12v24 
 

Dear friends, 
 

I have to admit Easter this year has really managed to sneak up on 
me, here I am trying to figure out what we are all going to be doing 
to celebrate, though frankly there doesn’t appear to be too much 
going on as we’re all stuck in our houses!  On top of that many 
folk may be thinking there isn’t really that much to celebrate at the 
moment with the world gripped by the COVID-19 Pandemic. Yet 
when I was thinking about the current situation the verse that kept 
coming back to my mind was John 12v24. 
 

As part of my training for Path of Renewal we spent time looking 
at how humans are affected by change.  In the research that we 
looked at, one of the particular things that was highlighted was 
how we have a tendency to experience change as loss.  In amongst 
all the forced changes of the lockdown it’s no surprise that grief is 
a response to all that’s going on. Yet as Christians we are reminded 
by Jesus in that verse from John that although we may find        
ourselves facing grief due to the changes, there is something to 
look forward to as well.  For our God is a God who can take any        
situation and turn it into something good. God redeemed the death 
of His Son on a cross and through the wonder of the resurrection 
brought about a restoration of our relationship with God! 
 

Maybe as we face Easter in lockdown, we need to focus on the 
what may be, rather than the what can’t be at this 
time. Remembering that while the world will never be the same 
again, maybe that’s not too bad a thing! 
 

God bless 

Andy 
 

Help While You Shop 
 
Did you know that whenever you buy anything online – from 
your weekly shop to your annual holiday – you could be       
collecting free donations for the Church? 
There are over 3,000 shops and sites on board ready to make a 
donation, including Amazon, John Lewis, Aviva, thetrainline 
and Sainsbury’s – it doesn’t cost you a penny extra! 
It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3… 
 
1. Head to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/
coldinghamstabbs/ or https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/eyemouthparishchurch/ and join for free. 

2. Every time you shop online, go to easyfundraising first to 
find the site you want and start shopping, or download the easy-
fundraising donation reminder for your web browser. 
3. After you’ve checked out, that retailer will make a donation 
to your good cause for no extra cost whatsoever! 
There are no catches or hidden charges and the Church will be 
really grateful for your donations. 
You can now even download a handy reminder that reminds 
you to activate your donation when shopping on participating 
webpages. 
 
AMAZON SMILE 
 
If you use Amazon for your shopping you can also persuade 
them to donate on your behalf by signing up for Amazon 
Smile.  Simply go to smile.amazon.co.uk from your web  
browser on your computer or mobile device. This will allow 
you to connect your Amazon account and select a charity to  
eceive donations, both congregations are registered (The 
Church of Scotland, Eyemouth Parish Church or The Parish 
Church of Coldingham & St. Abbs) with Amazon and once 
linked when you shop on Amazon Smile, donations will be 
made automatically with no cost to yourself!  
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coldinghamstabbs/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/coldinghamstabbs/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eyemouthparishchurch/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/eyemouthparishchurch/


Isn't it funny that we are always complaining about lack of time to do 
things because we are so busy and when we are given the time we are 
still complaining.  Well at first I was but have found that time has 
more meaning now. I am more in touch with my family because we 
are all at home now, I have caught up with a few cleaning jobs that 
have been on hold.  My bag of scrap materials is now being cut up 
and transformed into a patchwork quilt. I enjoyed the services on T.V. 
And the hymns were my favourites so have been singing along to 
them when I needed a lift.  Attending “Church” on Sunday sitting in 
my scruffy old clothes, or the first one I was in my dressing gown 
awaiting the use of the shower. Daughters comment “don't get into the 
habit of this.” my response “I'm not that devout”  Her answer “We'll 
have nun of that” Corny maybe but it put a much needed smile on my 
face. This “lockdown” has given me time to appreciate my favourite 
letter. The letter F. Faith, Family and Friends. Without them I would 
be in trouble so thank you everyone who has contacted me and a big 
thank you to our younger community that have come up to the mark 
in a wonderful way. 
 
Carole McIvor 

* If you cannot find a sunny side to life, then polish up the dark side.  

* You have to do your own growing, no matter how tall your grandfather was.  

* ..something in you dies when you bear the unbearable. And it is only in that 

dark night of the soul that you are prepared to see as God sees and to love as 

God loves. 

* One never gets a second chance to make a first impression. 

* Cast your bread upon the waters and it will come back buttered.  

 

Light looked down and beheld Darkness, 

"Thither will I go," said Light. 

Peace looked down and beheld War, 

"Thither will I go," said Peace. 

Love looked down and beheld Hatred, 

"Thither will I go," said Love. 

So came Light and shone; 

So came Peace and gave rest; 

So came Love and brought Life, 

And the Word was made Flesh, and dwelt among us. 

By Laurence Housman 

 

Marianne Karsgaard 

Many thanks to those of you in the Coldingham & St Abbs         

Congregation who have switched to giving via standing order.  The 

Parish expenses do not go away while we are unable to meet                   

together for our Sunday worship in the Priory Church.  And our  

investment income will shrink with the cancellation of dividends 

and the creation of an economic recession. If you have access to                        

on-line banking and want to set up a standing order then these are 

the details of the Parish bank account that you need: 

Sort: 09 01 55 A/C No.: 90475185 

A/C Name: Coldingham and St Abbs Parish Church 

Bank: Santander Business Banking 

May the Lord bless us and bring us back together ere long. 

David Campbell 



We as a family now get together on Messenger each evening and 

chat. We prefer texting to video as it avoids missing some of the 

conversations., although we do occasionally video as well. All three 

generations join in from all parts of the family. It is a bonus caused 

by the epidemic as it was only an occasional telephone call before. 

We are much more in touch with each other at present. 

Locally we are privileged to have several local firms delivering to 

those who should not go out.  I hope we will continue to support 

these tradesmen when this epidemic is over. 

We, in the Anglo Scottish Fishermen's Association, are working 

through the Scottish Fishermen's Federation regarding support for 

our fishermen and charter boats. Negotiations are continuing with 

the Scottish Government to ensure the necessary support is in place. 

Fish is an important food resource in our island. The crisis has      

disturbed the supply chain and it is taking time to restore this and get 

it working again. It will help if people ask for and buy fish,          

including shell fish, and help you local industry. 

Take Care 

Jim Evans 

What strange times the World is in. My cousin sent me this in 2016. Never have 

I needed such help to remind me what is important.   

 

Mother Teresa's “Anyway” Poem 

People are often unreasonable, illogical and self entered; 

Forgive them anyway. 

If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives; 

Be kind anyway. 

If you are successful, you will win some false friends and some true enemies; 

Succeed anyway. 

If you are honest and frank, people may cheat you; 

Be honest and frank anyway. 

What you spend years building, someone could destroy overnight; 

Build anyway. 

If you find serenity and happiness, they may be jealous; 

Be happy anyway. 

The good you do today, people will often forget tomorrow; 

Do good anyway. 

Give the world the best you have, and it may never be enough; 

Give the world the best you've got anyway. 

You see, in the final analysis, it is between you and your God; 

It was never between you and them anyway. 
 

  Christine Mutch 

David 

Some random answers to your questions on what we get up to... 

I read. One third fiction. One third non fiction. One third spiritual. 

Spiritual reading I can recommend is Being Christian by Rowan 

Williams. I bake bread, badly! Even the birds won't eat it! 

I phone people, and find they uplift me. Even my 92 year old   

mother! I take my small patch of grass, water and feed it, and stand 

and watch it grow! I pray and give thanks to the Lord. I look        

forward to Easter. A spiritual Easter, unadorned by the usual          

razzamatazz! 

Cheers, Chris Boston 



 We moved up to Reston from Sussex last September 

to be nearer our grandchildren, (400 miles nearer in fact!!) 

who live at Oldhamstocks, and it has been great to be able to 

be with them so much and be at their school for events, and 

so on. But now we miss being with them. FaceTime is OK, 

but it is not the same as being with them. We miss being 

able to see our other family members up here too, in      

Dunbar.  

 But having bought this big old house which needs a 

fair amount of  renovation, there has been plenty to do. But 

Andy is frustrated that not much can be done now that most 

suppliers and merchants are closed. But still much can be 

achieved - like weeding the big garden! 

 We are so thankful that we discovered Eyemouth   

Parish church. What a welcoming, supportive and loving 

fellowship you are. Thank you! 

 What Annabel is doing to pass the time – Joe Wicks 

workout, an online art class, a 1,000 piece jigsaw, looking 

after some lettuce     seedlings which have just sprouted.  

Sitting in the garden listening to the bird song (well 

wrapped up). And listening to Premier Christian Radio. As 

you can see not much housework!!! 

 Andy & Annabel Leach 

The Impact of Covid-19 

I have been asked by the editor to write about the impact Covid-19 has had on my 

family.  I hesitate, as although the impact has been significant, it has not been as 

stressful or life changing as it has been for so many thousands of families. 

As many of you will have known, my son David and his family were due to leave for 

Malawi just before Easter.  David was going to work in the main teaching hospital as 

a pathologist, providing general pathology services and working in a programme run 

by MSF to try to reduce the appalling death toll from cervical cancer. 3-4 weeks ago 

it was becoming clear that it looked unlikely that they would be able to travel 

there.  Several days of great uncertainty followed. David had resigned from his job 

and they had let out their house.  

The following week was filled with miracles.  First David was approached and asked 

if he would lead a team of researchers at the university looking into the effects on the 

body of those most severely affected by Covid-19. (A greater understanding could 

lead to more targeted treatment in intensive care units.) This solved the work problem 

but there was still the issue of their house.  Wonderfully through an imaginative    

letting agent, the chain of letting was broken – David and family were able to stay in 

their home; the people who were to move into their house could stay on where they 

were and the third party involved were found a house that suited them. 

It would be good if I could leave the story there but life is never straightforward and 

David himself developed Covid-19 symptoms 10 days ago.  Fortunately his illness 

has been relatively mild and he has almost fully recovered but it did mean he had to 

spend a week in his bedroom isolated from the family while his wife had to home 

school the 2 older children, care for a 3 month old baby and generally run the house. 

In addition the family are unable to leave the house for 2 weeks. 

Through all the ups and downs of the past few weeks, we as a family have been very 

conscious of the incredible way that God has heard and answered prayer.  We have 

also been aware of the tremendous support that we all have had from our church  

families through prayer here in Eyemouth and through prayer and practical support in 

Edinburgh. 
 

Ishbel Dorward 



Dear Priory Sunday Club Members 

Sunday mornings are just not the same just now without Sunday Club. 

You will all understand just why things are different for this time in our 

lives and I really hope and pray that you are all doing well. 

It must be a strange experience not being able to play with your friends 

or visit your grandparents or other family members, but I am sure that 

you have been able to FaceTime with special people in your lives. 

The hard thing is not knowing just how long it will be before we can all 

meet up again but do not worry because until then, I know that you will 

all be adjusting to new ways and accepting new challenges. 

We will not join together in the Priory to celebrate Easter this coming 

Sunday, but all the Sunday Club Team and helpers wish you a Happy 

Easter and don’t eat too much chocolate! (keep some for me!) 

Only joking! 

Peace be with you, 

Kath 

Via George Power 

 

Hi David, that is a potted week for myself and Irene. 

Passing time by speaking to grandchildren using Skype. 

Reviewing past holiday photos. 

Delivering fish around Scottish Borders. 

Keeping in touch with local friends and neighbours. 

Cooking. 

Keeping my wife Irene happy. 

Helping out neighbours. 

Simply, Trust in God and do the right thing. 

 

George Power  



Easter Quiz Questions 

 

1. Who plays Hannah Brown in the 1948 American musical 

film Easter Parade? 

2. Where is the venue of the most famous Easter egg roll in  

America? 

3. Easter Island belongs to which country? 

4. What name is given to the Sunday before Easter? 

5. In 1873, which company introduced the first chocolate Easter 

egg in Britain? 

6. How many hours did the darkness last when Jesus was on the 

cross? 

7. Which poet wrote the poem Easter, 1916? (It describes the   

poet's emotions regarding the events of the Easter Rising in Ireland 

against British rule in 1916.) 

8. Which light fruit cake, with two layers of almond paste or     

marzipan, is traditionally eaten during the Easter period? 

9. What was the name of the hill where Jesus was crucified? 

10.Which item of clothing is particularly associated with Easter  

parades? 

11.The Saturday before Palm Sunday is named after which biblical 

character? 

12.At the Last Supper, which food did Jesus liken to his body? 

13.Which Russian jewellery firm is famed for designing elaborate 

jewel-encrusted eggs? 

14.On what day are hot cross buns traditionally eaten? 

15.How many pieces of silver did Judas trade the life of Jesus for? 

16.What was Simon of Cyrene made to do by the Romans? 

17.Who directed the 2004 American biblical drama The Passion of 

the Christ? 

18.Nick Easter is a former professional sportsman in which sport? 
 

Answers near the back! 

We watched  the service from Pacific Quay on Sunday 29th March and I 

was inspired by the sermon to write this: 

Where are you God? 

In the pain and the loss 
silent streets and spaces between people  
closed cafes and shops  
barred churches and schools  
absence of family and friends to meet with, celebrate and hug  
Where are you God? 

You are here 
in our hope, a light in our darkness 

our dedicated NHS staff 
volunteers delivering food and medicines  

parents home schooling and worship online 
phone, FaceTime, WhatsApp and Zoom to meet with 

families and friends  
You are here  

 

Heather Johnson         

                   

Dem Bones Dem Bones Ezekiel 37: 4-6 

‘I will put breath in you and you will come to life.’ 

We use BRF New Daylight Bible reading notes and these last weeks 

they have been from Ezekiel. Never has the vision of the dry bones              

resonated with me much until now but it came to life for me in these 

coronavirus times. We are in a valley of dry bone, we need God to 

breathe life into this wilderness situation that can seem utterly hopeless 

but he through his spirit can bring breath, life and hope. It will end and 

some good will come of it by changing our views on what are the really 

important things in our lives and by making us all into more loving                                                          

caring communities who are aware of and respond to the needs of other. 

And we are not alone, he is with us. 

Heather Johnston 



My Saviour 
 

Nine miles from the border 
Sits a village on the coast 

And the parish church of Eyemouth  
Has the people I love most. 
 
Our minister and family 

Are sure to make you smile 

As they replenish every Sunday 

Making the service so worthwhile. 
 
Having closure with a coffee 

Little nibbles, sometimes brunch 

Feeling truly blessed 

Before returning home for lunch 
 
I came to Eyemouth tired and angry 

Bitter, twisted, curled 

But this lovely little town showed me 

A caring people world. 
 
I fell so far from Jesus 

Carried sins upon my back 

But the people showed me love 

And now my heart is full intact 
 
Their passion chipped away 

Bad memories I was holding 
As I worked to turn my life around 

God’s love and prayer unfolding 
 
 
 
. 

 

I used to wonder, where’s this God? 

Or say, this God doesn’t care 
When all I had to do was listen 

And realise, he was always there 

 
I’ve misused many chemicals 

Battled illnesses and jail 
But my loving saviour Jesus 

Battled tree, hammer and nail. 
 

I want to scream at people 
Are you blind? why can’t you see? 

Jesus died horrendously 
To save a wretch like me 

 

When I fell through the gaps 
Of society and prison walls 

Everyone else gave up on me 
But God was there beside! 

 
Tracie 

Here’s puzzle to test the little grey cells - and to remind 

you it is spring. I’ll give the answers in the next magazine, 

but, if you wish, you can send them to me at                    

bryan@fairhavens.co.uk, or at Fairhavens, Eyemouth 

TD14 5DA. 

 

In the poem below: 

Which letter of the alphabet is used most often? 

Which four letters are used only once? 

Which five letters are not used at all? 

 

Daffodils by William Wordsworth 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 

That floats on high o’er vales and hills 

When all at once I saw a crowd 

A host, of golden daffodils 

Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 

Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

 

Bryan Webster 



Answers: 

1. Judy Garland 

2. The White House 

3. Chile 

4. Palm Sunday 

5. J.S. Fry & Sons 

6. 3 hours 

7. W. B. Yeats 

8. Simnel cake 

9. Golgotha 

10.Ladies hat 

11.Lazarus Saturday 

12.Bread 

13.Faberge 

14.Good Friday 

15.30 pieces of silver 

16.Carry the cross for Jesus 

17.Mel Gibson 

18.Rugby A New Habit to Uplift Your Day 

What strange times we are in. How different our days have become. Perhaps like me, you have found all 

this bewildering and even asked, ‘Where are you in this God?’ 

While I don’t have any answers, I would like to share with you a new habit I have started to build into 

my day which seems to bring me much joy and a feeling of ‘connection’ with God. It is not a new idea 

and infact has been widely promoted by Ann Voskamp in her book, ‘One Thousand Gifts’ and others as 

well.  

Basically it is about thankfulness. It is focused on Philippians chapter 4 verses 11 and 12 where Paul 

says, 

I have learned to be content with whatever I have. I know how to live on almost nothing or with        

everything. I have learned the secret of living in every situation, whether it is with a full stomach or 

empty, plenty or little. 

While I certainly have not even begun to achieve this, I am beginning to understand that there is joy to 

be found in any situation by being thankful. While I may not always feel joy, God asks me to give 

thanks in all things because He knows that the feeling of joy begins in the action of thanksgiving. Joy 

doesn’t negate all other emotions – joy transcends all other emotions. 

So here’s what I’m doing. Every morning I write down five things that bring me joy just by making me 

smile or stop to wonder. It can simply be a rainbow, a flower, a sound, a smile, a phone call, a picture – 

anything that you like. I thank God for each one as I write and somehow I feel uplifted, I feel closer to 

God. After all, we are in a relationship with God and surely relationships build on sharing, talking and 

thanking. 

You can do this any way you like – make the list at the end of the day or jot things down as you go 

through the day but remember to say ‘thank you’ to God.  

Why not try it and see what happens? You certainly can’t use lack of time as an excuse! If anybody 

would like to feedback to me I would be delighted to hear from you – email is 

a.robertson324@btinternet.com or phone 71429. 

Go on, give it a try! 

Audrey Robertson. 



As you probably know, we walk a lot in the Lake District where 

hills are generalised as fells. This is the Fell walkers Prayer - 

Lord and Master of all things - thank you for giving me this day 

Thank you for giving me these legs - to carry me through this 

beautiful world 

Thank you for giving me these eyes - to see the majesty of the fells, 

the fields, the sky & the clouds. 

Thank you for giving me these ears - to hear the sound of running 

water & the song of birds 

Thank you for giving me this skin - to feel the wind on my face & 

the sun on my back  

Thank you for giving me this mind - to appreciate the wonder of 

your creation  

Lord and Master of all things - thank you for giving me this day  

It strikes a cord with us & might be of some use to you. I’ve tried 

googling it to find who actually wrote it, without success. We 

found it a few years ago in walker’s magazine we subscribe to. 

Elaine Gibson 

 

Still haven’t decided where to go for Easter . . . The Living Room or The Bedroom. 

 

Every few days, try your jeans on just to make sure they fit.  Pyjamas will have you  

believe all is well in the kingdom. 

 

 I don’t think anyone expected that when we changed the clocks we’d go from Standard 

Time to Twilight Zone! 



 Jasper & Hugo's clay and lego display of the Easter Story  

53rd Wedding Anniversary ! 



Scottish Charity Numbers 

SC009185/SC006499 

Scottish Charity Numbers 

SC009185/SC006499 

Scottish Charity Numbers 

SC009185/SC006499 

Scottish Charity Numbers SC009185/SC006499 



Scottish Charity Numbers 

SC009185/SC006499 

Things Are Different Now 
 

I wish I knew then, 
what I know now – 
how precious time was 
as he walked among us. 

There were crowds and questions, 
the excitement of hearing and seeing, 
and some so blessed to know his touch. 

How quickly things can change, 
all in the blink of an eye! 
From cheers to jeers, 
from faith to fear, 
from celebrations to mourning. 

I wish I knew then, 
what I know now – 
how precious all time is 
as, still, he dwells among us. 

No crowds now, but questions remain. 
No chance to gather and hear and see 
in ways we have always known. 

Things are different now. 

The days are long, 
the nights are dark - 
now testing times are here. 

Fears still need their release, 
hands still long to be held, 
and in private mourning, 
death is keenly felt. 

Things are different now. 

With those who once waited, 
we must wait, 
trusting, 
in the life which will rise again. 

For we will declare 
now, as before, 
that he is risen - 
he is risen indeed! 

Rev Dr Lezley Stewart, the Church of Scotland's Recruitment and Support Secretary.  


